
   

Reverse The Trend Francophone - Policy Brief, March 2022: 

Nuclear Threats: the importance of Promoting the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) in Francophone regions 

Introduc)on: 

 On February 27th, 2022, Vladimir Pu7n ordered Russia’s Defense Minister and Chief of the 
General Staff to “switch the Russian army’s deterrent forces onto a high alert mode of combat standby 
duty.” (Pu7n, 2022, online). Although oLen neglected or overlooked, nuclear weapons are one of the 
most threatening issues our world is facing. 

Reverse the Trend (RTT) is highly concerned about current nuclear threats 
and rising tensions. The RTT ini7a7ve seeks to address the catastrophic 
effects of nuclear weapons and enable youth engagement through 
educa7onal resources, encouraging movement building, and crea7ng 
opportuni7es for affected communi7es and individuals to share their 
stories in public and policy spaces (Reverse the Trend, no date, online). As 
such, Reverse The Trend seeks to reinforce its efforts in raising awareness 
around this issue. This policy brief, by Reverse the Trend’s Francophone 
branch, aims to highlight the impacts of nuclear weapons, as well as 
remind how crucial con7nuous efforts in promo7ng the Treaty on the 
Prohibi7on of Nuclear Weapons are. Although this is true on an 
interna7onal scale, the following policy brief will focus on the 
implementa7on of the TPNW in Francophone regions. 

Nuclear weapons - the impact: 

 The use of nuclear weapons has chao0c effects on everything it comes across: it has the ability 
to destroy everything. In 1976, a Japanese study focusing on the Hiroshima bombing took place with the 
par0cipa0on of “thirty-four Japanese scien0sts and physicians” (Rhodes in Graham, 2004, p.22). Its 
conclusion was simple, yet striking: “the whole of society was laid waste to its founda0ons.” (Rhodes in 
Graham, 2004, p.23). Indeed, the study points out that every “kind of human organiza0on” was 
“demolished in an instant” (Rhodes in Graham, p.22). 

 The Interna0onal Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, who received the Nobel Peace Prize in 
2017, also emphasize other key issues regarding nuclear weapons: 

- the destruc0on caused by such weapons “cannot be limited to military targets or to combatants”,  
- “less than one percent of the nuclear weapons in the world could disrupt the global climate and 

threaten as many as two billion people with starva0on in a nuclear famine”, 
- “nuclear weapons produce ionizing radia0on, which kills or sickens those exposed, contaminates the 

environment, and has long-term health consequences, including cancer and gene0c damage”, 
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- “physicians and first responders would be unable to work in devastated, radioac0vely contaminated 
areas”; no humanitarian response would be possible.  

- “nuclear weapons cause widespread harm to health and to the environment”, even if they are not 
detonated. 

(ICAN, no date, online)  

 Furthermore, the Interna0onal Physicians for the Preven0on of Nuclear War, which was born 
during the Cold War and has been working for more than four decades on the aboli0on of nuclear 
weapons, warns that: “a limited, regional nuclear conflict involving only 100 Hiroshima-size nuclear 
weapons would severely disrupt the global climate and agriculture for two decades or more. The 
resul0ng food shortages would place at least two billion people at risk of starva0on. The massive 
arsenals held by the US and Russia can create a nuclear winter, destroying Earth’s fundamental 
ecosystems, on which all life depends.” (IPPNW, no date, online). 

As such, it is impossible to respect the Geneva Conven0ons or Interna0onal Law whilst using nuclear 
weapons: they threaten our very existence. 

The magnitude of a nuclear strike: 

In recent years, programs who have the ability to calculate and simulate a nuclear detona0on using a 
variety of different parameters (Wellerstein, 2012, online), have been developed. NUKEMAP 
programmed by Alex Wellerstein helps visualize the impacts and magnitude nuclear explosions have: 

The effects that would be caused if “LiVle Boy”, the 
bomb that was launched on Hiroshima on August 
6th, 1945, were to explode near the Eiffel Tower in 

Paris, France.2
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The yield of “Licle Boy” was 15 kilotons. Since 1945; however, weapons with higher capacity and 
increased power have been developed. For instance, B-83 in the United State’s nuclear arsenal yields 1.2 
Mt (1200 kilotons). That is 80 0mes more than “Licle Boy.”  

The effects that would be caused if B-83 were to 
explode near the Eiffel Tower, in Paris, France.3 

The difference in scale is massive.  

Nuclear weapons are weapons of mass destruc9on. They have the capacity to destroy en9re 
ci9es and communi9es, whilst having innumerable long-las9ng effects on health, the 
environment, all types of life, and every kind of “human organiza9on” (Rhodes in Graham, 
2004, p.22) as we know them. As such, they are immoral - and the only way to be safe from 
such threat is to eliminate them completely.  
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The Treaty on the Prohibi9on of Nuclear Weapons: 

	 In the past couple of years, major milestones have been achieved in 
interna0onal nuclear disarmament. In 2017, the Treaty on the Prohibi0on of 
Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) was nego0ated (Ritchie and Kmenc, 2021, p.70) 
at the United Na0ons in New York City. Indeed, the United Na0on’s General 
Assembly adopted the resolu0on 71/258 in 2016, deciding to “convene in 
2017 a United Na0ons conference to nego0ate a legally binding instrument 
to prohibit nuclear weapons, leading towards their total elimina0on” (UN 
General Assembly, 2016, online). As such, the TPNW was nego0ated in 2017 
and entered into force on January 22nd, 2021 - 90 days ajer 50 states had 
ra0fied the treaty (Ritchie and Kmenc, 2021, p.70). With the treaty into 
force, a historical achievement was realized: it is “the first legally binding 
instrument which comprehensively prohibits nuclear weapons, aimed at 
their eventual total elimination.” (Løvold, 2019, online)


	 Going forward, the major challenge is to strive for the universalization of 
the TPNW. In other words, universalization “should be understood as a strategy 

to maximise the authority of the treaty’s norms and principles in order to 
influence the nuclear weapons policies of nuclear-armed states and ‘nuclear client states’ – those states 
such as NATO members on behalf of whom nuclear deterrent threats are made by nuclear patrons – in 
the direction of nuclear disarmament.” (Ritchie and Kmenc, 2021, p.71). Although the TPWN prohibits 
nuclear weapons through a legally binding instrument (UNODA, no date, online), states with nuclear 
weapon as well as nuclear umbrella states aren’t abiding by it as they didn’t participated in the 
negotiations and didn’t ratify the treaty. However, the treaty sends a message that nuclear weapons are 
unacceptable and condemn them.


The TPNW is a major step towards achieving a world free of 
nuclear weapons. Yet, con0nuous efforts have to be 
maintained to ensure the universaliza0on of the treaty. As the 
president of the IFRC Francesco Rocca stated, “the entry into 
force of the Nuclear Ban Treaty is the beginning, not the end, 
of our common efforts.” (IFRC, 2021, online).
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Implemen9ng the TPNW in Francophone Regions: 

 Looking at Francophone regions 
is key to promote the universaliza0on of 
the TPNW. Indeed, France is one of the 
five nuclear states recognized under the 
Nuclear Prolifera0on Treaty, and 
currently “possesses the world’s fourth 
largest nuclear stockpile” (NTI, 2022, 
online) with 290 nuclear warheads (NTI, 
2022, online). Addi0onally, it has 
conducted 210 nuclear tests between 
1960 and 1996 (CTBTO, no date, 
online). Popula0ons in both Algeria and 
French Polynesia, where tests were 
conducted, were greatly affected by a 
variety of impacts. These include 
Francophone Communi0es, whose 
voice have been neglected. One of our primary mission with Reverse The Trend Francophone is to 
amplify the voices of young people, primarily coming from these frontline communi0es, who have been 
directly affected by nuclear weapons. (Reverse The Trend, no date, online). Listening to tes0monies and 
learning about the impacts of nuclear weapons - both through quan0ta0ve and qualita0ve data - is 
absolutely crucial. We must hold governments accountable for decisions made, and must raise 
awareness on the tragic effects of such weapons. As such, not only is France a major actor when 
regarding nuclear weapons, but Francophone communi0es throughout the world have been impacted 
by nuclear tes0ng.  

The Heavy Consequences of France’s Nuclear Tes9ng Programs: 

 French nuclear tests in both Algeria and French Polynesia have lead to grave consequences. 
Firstly, nuclear explosions have engendered serious contamina0on of the environment (CTBTO, no date, 
online), with radioac0ve waste which is s0ll currently present in the atmosphere, various organisms, and 
waters, decades ajer tes0ngs (Prăvălie, 2014, p.729). In 1983, scien0sts from Australia, New Zealand, 
and Papua iden0fied radionuclides, more specifically iodine-131, in marine organisms near Moruroa. 
Other radionuclides were detected both in the air and water. The group of scien0sts discovered that: 
“plutonium-239 concentra0ons in the air were about four 0mes greater than in con0nental France.” 
(CTBTO, no date, online). 

 Addi0onally, nuclear blasts which were carried out underground have triggered landslides, 
tsunamis, and earthquakes. On July 25th, 1979, a landslide was provoked by a nuclear test, leading to 
tsunami-like 0dal waves which hit Moruroa (CTBTO, no date, online). 
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 Next, French nuclear tests have affected food chains. Ciguatera fish poisoning had become a big 
public health issue in parts of French Polynesia during the 1980’s (Ruff in CTBTO, no date, online). 
Evidence proves that plutonium-239, produced by nuclear tes0ng, had actually accumulated in the food 
chain (Ruff in CTBTO, no date, online).  

 This relates to yet another impact of French nuclear tes0ng: the heavy long-term health effects 
on popula0ons. AVEN, the French nuclear test veterans’ associa0on, conducted a survey in 2008 which 
revealed that 35% of French ‘nuclear test’ veterans had one or mul0ple types of cancer (AVEN, 2008, 
online). Addi0onally, 20% were infer0le (AVEN, 2008, online). The survey concluded that veterans 
suffered from a wide range of illnesses, and that health complica0ons were ojen passed on to their 
children and grandchildren. In 2006 a French medical research body called INSERM found a correla0on 
between an increase in thyroid cancer and people living within 1,000 miles of French-owned Polynesian 
atolls on which nuclear tests were conducted (INSERM in Lichfield, 2006, p.) Overall, French nuclear 
tes0ng has affected the environment, organisms, and popula0ons in various ways - some of which are 
s0ll problema0c decades ajer the last conducted test. 

Conclusion and Recommenda9ons:  

 Nuclear weapons present one of 
the greatest threats to humanity. They 
have the capacity to destroy en0re 
popula0ons and have tragic immediate 
and long-term effects. In 0mes of rising 
tensions, Reverse The Trend Francophone 
wishes to highlight the importance of the 
Treaty on the Prohibi0on of Nuclear 
Weapons, as well as con0nuous efforts 
towards its universaliza0on. It calls upon 
governments to abide to this legal 
i n s t r u m e n t , a n d c o n d e m n s t h e 
threatening of nuclear strikes by nuclear 
powers. Indeed, these weapons are not, 
and will never be, a solu0on. Reverse The 
Trend supports con0nuous diploma0c 
rela0onships between all states and calls 
for con0nuous efforts from governments, with the help of the Interna0onal Commicee of the Red Cross 
and the United Na0ons, in achieving nuclear disarmament.  

 Addi0onally, Reverse The Trend Francophone would like to remind the importance of civil 
society, various non governmental organiza0ons, and ini0a0ves in achieving a world free of nuclear 
threats. Various types of organiza0ons, from ones concerned by Human Rights to Climate Change, 
should be concerned by nuclear weapons. Their par0cipa0on in advocacy and involvement against the 
development and use of nuclear weapons is required to put pressure upon governments and change the 
norm that such weapons are acceptable. Con0nuous and new efforts are essen0al in both holding 
governments accountable for their ac0ons as well as promo0ng the TPNW. 
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 Furthermore, ini0a0ves can start at a local scale. For instance, Reverse The Trend Francophone 
focuses on Francophone regions, while other branches of Reverse The Trend focalize on other regions. 
This enables to scale ini0a0ves and enable relevant advocacy, choices, and ac0ons. Reverse The Trend 
Francophone highlights the importance of promo0ng the TPNW in Francophone regions, notably in 
France, Algeria, and French Polynesia.  

 Finally, the involvement of the Youth is also key. Reverse The Trend Francophone asks for 
increasing efforts to educate on this issue. It hopes to see and enable more involvement from younger 
genera0ons. In Francophone regions, Reverse The Trend Francophone con0nuously seeks to develop its 
ini0a0ve, as it hopes to educate and promote Youth involvement by organizing various events. It also 
wants to enable communi0es who have been affected by nuclear tes0ng to share their stories, as they 
are absolutely essen0al. It calls for dialogue between various organiza0ons and the crea0on of mediums 
to discuss, raise awareness, advocate, and create change. The first mee0ng of states par0es to the 
TPNW will take place in Vienna in July 2022. Reverse The Trend will acend with a delega0on composed 
of Youth par0cipants. The TPNW is indeed, as ICRC’s arms policy advisor Magnus Løvold said, a result of 
“young people’s refusal to accept the status quo and their courage to bring to life what others lacked like 
the ability or willingness to even imagine” (Løvold, 2019, online). The treaty’s success, as well as striving 
for a safer and peaceful world, depends on the con0nued engagement of younger genera0ons. 
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